
TO: SMOKY HILL FOOTBALL PROGRAM

Today, I am stepping down as head football coach at Smoky Hill to pursue an opportunity at the 
collegiate level.  

I will always be thankful to the people who selected me; for allowing me the opportunity 
to lead the Smoky Hill football program these past four years. It was my personal 
commitment to live out a life lesson believing that I had an obligation to "leave a place 
better than I found it". 

I began with a vision of what I believed would rebuild a program over the long haul. I 
resisted the quick fix mentality. Early on, I developed a plan to coach the kids with the 
philosophy "school, program, team and individual". I referred to this as "Being a Buff" 
and #HILLYEAH. 

I am extremely thankful and grateful for the assistant coaches on my staff. They were 
consistent in their encouragement, dedication and belief in what we were doing.  They 
were professional and cared about the players.  The results speak for themselves; a 
28-13 record, several all-league players, 2 League championships and a play-off win. I 
am grateful for having the opportunity to work with each of you.  Because of you, I leave 
this place better than I found it!

I want to thank all of the members of the Smoky Hill Touchdown Club and the parents 
for all their hard work and support especially during 2 years of a Pandemic.  Thank you 
to Mr. Thompson and Mr. Puga, whose caring and support allowed us to build a 
program the school could be proud of.  A special thanks to the student body, faculty and 
staff.  Smoky is a great school with a great school spirit.  

As I close, I want to convey a very personal and public THANK YOU to all of our players 
over the past 4 years: 
 

Gentlemen, it was a joy to coach you.  You never gave up, never lost 
hope; you stayed side by side and kept improving.  I want you to know 
how far this program has come and the great opportunities ahead.  I 
believe you are great young men.  Stay side by side and good things will 
happen! 
 
#HILLYEAH
always and forever,

Coach Thenell


