
April 19, 2020

First off, let me start by saying my heart breaks for for our football players, families, 
school, program and team.   After all, my job is literally, Football Coach.  None of us 
have ever experienced this, but I can try and encourage you, and remind you that 
although we don’t know what is going to happen (games, workouts, summer 
program….) we can try to make the best of this situation, together.

First, send an encouraging text, snapchat or message to your teammates.  Tell them 
how thankful you are for them, and for all they do, and remind them that you will fight for 
them.

Second, don’t lose hope.  This is boring and creating anxious moments.  I know you’re 
probably questioning whats going on.  But don’t let that emotion take away all the 
excitement, fun and joy you anticipate this coming season.  Don’t let this situation take 
away all the good moments ahead.

If you can, keep working hard. Some of you may be quarantined and unable to make it 
to the gym, field, weight room, etc.  But if you can, keep working. Don’t quit now.  All of 
your hard work, grit and passion won’t be for “nothing.”  Keep grinding.  Keep dreaming.  
Keep aspiring.  And keep hoping.  At some point, we will get the call the season is here!

Take this opportunity to get your grades where they need to be.  Your teachers want to 
help you!
There is no reason any of you should end this semester with grade or eligibility issues.

I want to thank the parents, faculty, staff, administration, student body, band, boosters 
and assistant coaches for hanging in there with a never ending support and dedication, 
even during uncertain times like these.  “Tough times don’t last, tough people do”!!

If there are any situations where players, students or families need help/support, reach 
out to me or any assistant coach and we are here to help in every way we can.  

At the end of the day, THIS IS WHAT FOOTBALL IS ALL ABOUT!!

GO BUFFS!

Tom Thenell
Head Football Coach
Smoky Hill High School


